
A Green Agenda for North Bay

2006

In 2005, Nipissing Environmental Watch produced a document entitled  �A Green Agenda for North Bay � . The
document outl ined suggest ions of environmental  action and policy that Nor th Bay City Council  could under take.
The document was presented to council.

A number of agenda items from the 2005 document were implemented by City Council in th e past year. Included
in the city �s list  of accompl ishments i s the declaration  that North Bay is a  Nuclear Free Zone  �  protecting it from
disposal of nuclear waste; the creat ion of the Sustainable Commun ities Meetings which brough t together business
and environmental concerns while discussing future development in the area; the addition of new products

collected through the blue box program.

Members of Nipissing Environmental Watch and the public are pleased with these accomplishments. We would
like to continue to work with City Council to make North Bay greener. Thus, we have produced a new document
for 2006. This document lists further areas of need and/or gaps in our existing municipal environmental programs
and policy. The list is in  no way comprehensive. Rather, as we move into an election year, we believe it provides a
solid environmenta l platform for the new city council  to undertake durin g the next  term in  office.

Waste

Our landfill  is now in its 12th year of operation.  The life of the landfill was estimated at 20 years. It is in th e best
interests of the municipality to extend the life of the landfill from both financial  and environmental perspectives.
The following suggestions are made with these concerns in mind.

1.  Encourage  Greater Participation of the Blue Box Program. Implement a targeted educational
campaign for those people in the city who are not currently using their blue box. Many residents still
dispose of their recyclables in the regular garbage stream.

2.  Increase the Blue Box Program. In the past year, we have included two new items to our collection but
there ar e still many more items not collected. Develop a plan for increasing the range of recyclables
included in the blue box. Each year more items should be accepted. As well, the plan should evaluate and
encourage the development of new markets for the recyclables.

3. Restrictions. Develop a plan to incrementally move towards a ban of recyclables in the landfill.

4. Composting. Renew interest  in household composting through  education and the supply of subsidized
compost containers. Restore the fall leaf pick-up.

5. Kitchen Waste. Implement a tria l project for curbside pick-up of kitchen waste such as other
communit ies have.

6. User Pay. Reduce curbside pick-up of garbage to two bags per  week. Additional bags would be purchased
from the city.

Air and Energy

Air quality has been an increasing concern for the residents of North Bay as we have experienced considerably
more smog alert days in recent years. As well, we are concern has been heightened by the specter of global
warming, the weather we are experiencing,  and the ongoing discussions of the Kyoto accord.  The following issues
are presented with these concerns in mind.



1. Wood-Lot By-Law. Develop a by-law which would restrict the cutting down of trees on wood-lots and
forested areas within city limits. (A similar law has been enacted in Powassan).

2. Urban Tree By-Law. Develop a tree protection by-law to restrict indiscriminate tree removal. The intent
of a city-wide tree by-law is to protect t rees situated on private property from being damaged or removed
unnecessarily and to ensure the ongoing health and well-being of the City's urban forest. Additionally, a
tree by-law provides a standardized and equitable approach to protecting the City's urban forest while
helping to increase awareness of the environmental, aesthetic and economic benefits of trees. 

3. Support Tree Planting. The city should develop a program to plant a certain number of trees on city
streets each year. The trees we have need to be better maintained. Homeowners should be encouraged to
plant trees to enhance air quality, energy consumption  and to beautify our ci ty.

4. Energy Audit. Conduct an energy audit on city owned buildings and implement a plan  for energy
reduction.

5. Enhance Public Transportation. Create more routes and provide more energy efficient vehicles on less
used routes.

6. Energy Efficient Fleet. Phase in an energy efficient fleet of city-owned vehicles,  using a combination of
hybrid , natura l gas and high-efficiency vehicles. Develop procurement and vehicle use policies tha t have
emission r eductions and fuel efficiency as a pr ior ity.

7. Bicycle  Routes. Cycling and pedestrian infrastructure improvements need to be integrated in all road
(re)construction. The long-term goal for the city is a continuous and safe network of bike trails that is well
connected with other modes of transportation, an d key travel routes.

Economic

The city has made it clear  that i t is open for business during its last term of council.  We have seen unprecedented
growth in some sectors. While we all want to see North Bay prosper, it should not be at the cost of our natural
environment. The city should lead the way in protecting our natural assets and in promoting a green approach to
further development in the city.

1. Sustainable Communities Committee. Considerable work was done during the past year as the Planning
Department held several day-long sessions with the environmental community as part of the review of the
Official Plan. We would encourage the city to integrate this committee into the planning process to
provide an environmental perspective to all development.

Water

North Bay is surrounded by water. We rely on our lakes for our water supply and our fishery. It is imperative that
we protect these resources. The following items are presented with these concerns in mind

1. Storm-Water Management Plan.  Charge the plan ning department with the creation of a storm-water
management plan. Such a Master Plan would create a more level playing field for all developers and help
to protect our watersheds.

2. Pesticide Data Base. Create a data base of pesticide applications based on information gathered by the
city under the pest icide by-law. Such a da ta-base will provide the ability to analyze the effectiveness of
by-law enforcement.



3. Conservation. Suppor t a cul ture of conservation  in water use with a combination  of a public education
campaign  and metered water use.
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