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	Beach access issue back before council in New Year 
December 1, 2011
The city will host a series of public consultations beginning early in the new year as a part of a review of public access points to Lake Nipissing. 
A report presented to council Monday indicates that the consultations are the next stage in the process following a number of site visits by staff to each of the 43 city-owned access points. 
Staff have collected information about the various points including size, location, buried services, zoning, and adjacent uses. 
Coun. Sean Lawlor, chairman of community services, said the review is expected to be completed by fall.    
A final report is expected to make recommendations for each access, including possible increased maintenance, improvements or disposal of the lands. 
Lawlor said some accesses are used like parks, while some others are only utilized by abutting land owners. 
The city is planning to host four informal public consultations — one general meeting and three neighbourhood specific. 
Staff have divided the access points in three areas — the south end, central and north end. 
The south end includes all access points between Champlain Park and Sliver Beach. Central includes all access points between Parks Creek and the Waterfront Park on Memorial Drive. The North end includes all points along Gorman Street including Kinsmen Beach. 
City staff have indicated that a high level of participation is expected based on feedback that's already been received. 
Council unanimously supported a motion earlier this year to proceed with the review. But some members have already promised they're not interested in selling off access points and backed the plan because its intent isn't simply to identify lands that can be sold. 
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