Sample Letter to the city councillors regarding the omission of Otter Lake in the draft of the City’s Official Plan:

Otter Lake is not mentioned in the first draft of the new Official Plan for the City of North Bay and the Parks Inventory. This is a major omission for two reasons:

1. In September 2007, Council passed resolution #2007-620 regarding Otter Lake. Included in the resolution is the following clause:


“that. . .the City only entertain offers of purchase for the remaining Otter Lake lands from community based groups for uses that would be deemed to provide a larger public benefit” 

None of the intention or specifics of this resolution are stated in the draft Official Plan. To avoid future problems regarding the use of Otter Lake, it is imperative that the Council’s resolution be included.

2. Parcels of land in the Otter Lake area were transferred from the Ministry of Natural Resources to the City. The deed for these lands included the following statement:


“It is a condition of the letters patent that the land shall be used only as a municipal park.”  

However, these parcels have not been included in the Parks Inventory and the parcels are not designated as “open space” in the Official Plan.  

According to Planning Department documents,  “Open Space” shall be defined as an undeveloped, publicly owned, property that provides opportunities for passive recreational and leisure activities in a natural setting. In general, Open Spaces are not maintained by the City of North Bay.”

To date, these concerns have not been adequately addressed by the City Planning Department or Council. Residents are given the impression that there are some other plans for Otter Lake that have not yet been made public.

Since Otter Lake is important to me, and it won’t be covered by the consultations for the Official Plan, when can I expect the City to hold a public meeting to discuss the future of Otter Lake?  Or is there still a possibility it will be zoned as open space and the Council resolution incorporated into the Official Plan?

I look forward to understanding the City’s intentions more fully.

